Cracker Barrel 0ld Country Store
Rockin' Reader Program

If you were challenged to somehow “change your world to bring about greater peace,”
it might seem like quite a tall order - too tall, maybe. But that’s just what happened to
Linda Minor at a leadership seminar a few years back. Rather than brush off the
challenge, Linda got to thinking about how literacy might be the key to creating better

understanding between cultures, and what she could do to improve it.

As a school counselor in North Carolina, Linda knew first-hand that not every child gets the
kind of caring attention they need, especially when it comes to reading.
So Linda headed down to Cracker Barrel Old Country Store® where she purchased two of
our genuine Double Rockers. Then she lined up a group of volunteers who agreed to come
to Linda’s elementary school and lend a hand. Soon, volunteers were reading one-on-one to

students as they spent time together in the Double Rockers.

Linda was overjoyed. The kids loved it. The volunteers loved it. And as we read the letters

and saw the photographs Linda sent to us - well, we sure loved it, too.

With Linda’s help, Cracker Barrel developed the Rockin’ Reader® program as a way
to build caring and literacy in the community. The Rockin’ Reader program
establishes a comfortable reading space in each of our partner schools. We hope to build
upon Linda’s vision, while working to knock down barriers between cultures
by introducing children to new people and new ideas. And who knows, with a little
help from all of us, maybe Linda really will change the world someday.

Even though we think she already has.
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Why Literacy?

Following Linda Minor’s vision of creating a program that brings caring and literacy to

the community, Cracker Barrel Old Country Store® expanded the Rockin’ Reader®

program to help inspire a child’s love of reading. The people at Cracker Barrel believe the

sharing of books can empower students to be lifelong readers while fostering the idea

of a peaceful environment between people. Through this program, Cracker Barrel provides

elementary schools with the rocking chairs and materials needed to set up a Rockin’

Reader corner in the school library, media center, classroom, lobby or other available

space. In the Rockin’ Reader corner, teachers and volunteers can enjoy one-on-one

reading interactions with children. Cracker Barrel will provide your school with two

double rocking chairs, a “barrel” bookshelf, and a collection of books selected by

Linda Minor and other education consultants.

For more information, visit rockinreader.org
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